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BOOK NOTES
Several smaller publishers have recently issued items of interest. Wild Horses:
A Turn-of-the-Century Prairie Girlhood by Eva Pendleton Henderson is available
from The Sunstone Press (Box 2321, Santa Fe, 87501, $8.95 paper). Ninety-three
year old Eva Henderson, member of the Chisum family and a resident of Las
Cruces, has written a series of vignettes, memories of her life in southern New
Mexico in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. They are memories
of Eddy, Carlsbad, and Hachita; of cattle, horses, and people; of dances, courting,
and the girls' basketball team.
Oil in West Texas and New Mexico: A Pictorial History of the Permian Basin by
the late Walter Rundell, Jr. (Texas A & M University Press, cloth $24.95) combines
some 270 photographs with a description of the development of the oil business
in the basin. As a college student, Rundell became acquaintd with the industry
through summer employment in a refinery. Because this is a pictorial history, a
modern study of the Permian Basin is still needed, but Rundell has brought
together carefully chosen photographs depicting virtually all phases of oil in the
basin. This volume is a useful contribution to the history of the southeastern
corner of New Mexico and adjacent portions of Texas.
In 1970 Elizabeth Cole Butler of Eugene, Oregon, began a collection of Indian
art that grew so rapidly that from 1974 to 1982 she opened the Butler Museum
to display the collection. In 1982 some 1,500 objects were transferred to the
Philbrook Art Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma, while others went to the Anchorage
Historical Museum in Alaska. The remarkable collection now at Philbrook is the
subject of As In a Vision: Masterworks of American Indian Art (University of
Oklahoma Press, $19.95 paper) with textual material provided by Edwin Wade,
Carol Haralson, and Rennard Strickland. Judging from the fine illustrations in
this volume, serious students of Native American material culture must see this
collection. This is a beautiful volume illustrated by quality photographs supported
by brief but readable text, a volume suitable to honor Elizabeth Cole Butler.
On a smaller scale and of more limited scope is Kachina Dolls by Robert Breunig
and Michael Lomatuway'ma, an issue of Plateau, published quarterly by the
Museum of Northern Arizona at Flagstaff. This issue is worthy of note because of
the subject matter and the fine photography.
In recent months the University of Arizona Press has issued a number of paperback editions relating to the West and Southwest. Among them is Dane Coolidge's Arizona Cowboys (paper $7.95). Coolidge was a photographer and writer
who produced several books about cowboys. In 1903 he visited the Verde Valley
in Arizona and gathered the material that became the basis for Arizona Cowboys,
which was first published in 1938. Coolidge describes conditions in the cattle
industry in central Arizona, including cattlemen-sheepmen conflicts, but he is
best at imparting the flavor of cowboy life. Among the eleven short chapters is
one on the Graham-Tewksbury feud, which is the subject of Arizona's Dark and
Bloody Ground by Earle R. Forest (University of Arizona Press, paper $11.95).
Also known as the Pleasant Valley war, this bloody conflict engulfed the Tonto
basin in central Arizona in the late 1880s, resulting in the death of at least seventeen men. Forest did an excellent job of sorting out the facts from legend and
made extensive use of court records, newspapers, and interviews in producing
what has been the standard account of the conflict.

Book Reviews
THE DEVELOPMENT OF LAW ON THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN FRONTIER: CIVIL LAW
AND SOCIETY, 1850-1912. By Gordon Morris Bakken. Contributions in Legal
Studies, Number 27. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1983. Pp. 200. Notes,
bibliog., tables, index. $29.95.
HISTORICAL SCHOLARSHIP ON LAW in the western states is scanty, except for the
seemingly endless parade of books and articles on outlaws and lawmen. Given
this circumstance, Gordon Bakken's study of the development of civil law in the
Rocky Mountain West is a welcome addition to existing literature.
Drawing inspiration from the important work of James Willard Hurst, dean of
American legal historians, Bakken traces the impact of the physical, political, and
economic environment in eight mountain states on the common law tradition
received from jurisdictions east of the Mississippi. "The continuing challenge,"
Bakken writes "was to create a legal environment attractive to outside investment
while accommodating changing frontier environmental characteristics and maintaining local political controls" (p. 6). To accomplish this task, legislators and jurists
adopted an instrumentalist approach to law-making, accepting those parts of common law that promoted the social and economic goals of the region and enacting
positive legislation to meet peculiar western needs. Thus, regional lawmakers
enacted codes that emphasized the central role of the marketplace and entrepreneurial energy in economic development, yet refused to trust the allocation of
scarce resources, especially water, to private interests alone .
.Bakken ranges widely in his study, treating the major divisions of civil lawproperty, tort, contract, labor, corporate--and surveying the various adaptations
made in the eight Rocky Mountain states. Both text and notes, moreover, reveal
comprehensive examination of statute books and court reports. But the whole is
less valuable than the sum of the parts would suggest, at least to this reviewer.
One major problem is the author's curious acceptance of theories as fact rather
than as propositions to be tested. Of course, every historian makes certain assumptions about his subject, but no scholar should neglect critical examination
of theories that go to the heart of an interpretation. Unfortunately, this is what
Bakken has done. For example, he accepts "as simple statements of faith" important but untested propositions (at least for the Rocky Mountain West), including
the "dynamic" character of late nineteenth-century law and the formative interaction of legal, social, and economic institutions. At best, these and other statements are theories that require rigorous testing; at worst, they are vague, meaningless
formulations that act as substitutes for critical analysis.
Other problems require brief mention. The prose is wooden and the narrative
unenlivened by anecdotal or discursive material. Chapters are divided into numerous subsections, many of which are unsatisfactory summaries or abstracts of
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complex legal topics. There is also no attempt, except in the first chapter, to link
findings to broader historiographical themes.
Although the book has its faults, Bakken's work is not without merit. He convincingly refutes the popular notion that law in the Rocky Mountain West was
indigenous, and he provides a better understanding of the complex heritage and
nature of the region's civil law. For these accomplishments, he deserves our
thanks.

University of Southern Mississippi

DAVID

J.

BODENHAMER

FORGING NEW RIGHTS IN WESTERN WATERS. By Robert G. Dunbar. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1983. Pp. xiii, 278. Preface, notes, index. $25.00.
ALTHOUGH WESTERN HISTORIANS HAVE ALWAYS been conscious of the importance
of water in the region much of the writing on the subject has come from the pens
of lawyers, engineers, and technical specialists. Walter Prescott Webb helped to
focus the attention of historians on the subject, however, and in the last few years
studies by Norris Hundley, Ira Clark, and Robert Dunbar also began to touch on
water problems in New Mexico. Now Dunbar has expanded upon his earlier
publications with his new book on the historical development of water rights in
the trans-Mississippi West.
Within a loose analytical framework Dunbar surveys the evolution of water law
during the past century. He utilizes Walter Webb's familiar theme concerning the
adaptation of nineteenth-century settlers, familiar with humid climes, to the semiarid conditions that confronted them west of the 98th meridian. The process of
forging distinctive western water rights, Dunbar argues, was multicultural. It
drew on the creative energies of native Americans, of Spaniards and their descendants, miners from around the world, and professional engineers from Europe
and all parts of the United States. Perhaps Dunbar should also have included a
discussion of Australian engineers since their impact on water policies on the
Pacific Coast was particularly important at the turn of the century. As the book
indicates, the process of adaptation required not only technological ingenuity and
innovation, but modification of legal doctrines. How settlers transformed riparian
doctrines into appropriation rights is a major' theme in Dunbar's narrative. By
the middle of the twentieth century, however, a growing concern for ecology and
environmental balance led to increasing questioning of appropriation rights as
critics began to question the efficacy of the doctrine. Although Dunbar refrains
from comparisons, it could be argued that after 1950 Americans w~re encountering
some of the same problems emanating from population density, pollution, and
scarcity of water and land that Europeans had experienced for many centuries.
Dunbar tells his story in sixteen terse chapters. After brief summaries of water
rights policies of Indian civilizations, Spaniards, and Mormons, he describes the
first large irrigation projects in California, Arizona, and other western states during
the second half of the nineteenth century. Although he does not link reclamation
policies dUring the Progressive era directly to the reform movements of that
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period, he underscores increasing modification of riparian doctrines at that time.
Individual chapters'deal with systems of water rights enforcement in Colordo,
Wyoming, California, and New Mexico. Dunbar's study is especially useful for
its emphasis on New Mexico's contributions to water rights policies, particularly
the evolution of ground water rights in Roswell and the Pecos Valley between
1890 and 1930. Thirteen other western states adopted New Mexico's regulations
in succeeding years. As urbanization of the West increased during the second half
of the twentieth century, the author notes, further questioning and adaptation of
appropriation doctrines can be expected.
This is a sober, competent survey based on conscientious research. Although
it lacks a bibliography, extensive notes provide guidance for readers wishing to
pursue the subject further.

University of New Mexico

GERALD D. NASH

HANDBOOK OF NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS: SOUTHWEST, Vol. 10. Alfonso Ortiz,
ed. Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 1983. Illus., bibliog., index. Pp. xvi,
868. $25.00.
WHEN THE HANDBOO'K OF NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS IS COMPLETED, it will
comprise some twenty volumes (approximately 18,000 pages of information) covering the prehistory, history, and culture of the aboriginal peoples who have lived
north of Mexico. Volume Ten, the Southwest, was edited by Alfonso Ortiz, and
is the fifth volume of the series to appear. If the remainder of the set maintains
the high quality of these early works, many libraries will want to acquire the
entire Handbook. Of course, "handbook" is something of a misnomer. These
volumes are weighty, large tomes. Also be advised that this work is an encyclopedic
tribe-by-tribe survey, and therefore has all the strengths and weaknesses associated with a great anthology~ The Handbook is designed for generalists, not for
scholars or advanced students doing monographic research. Given these parameters, the editor of the current volume can be especially pleased with this product.
Handbook of North American Indians: Southwest contains fifty-six articles.
Reflecting the state of historical and anthropological knowledge, most attentionsome thirty-one articles-is devoted to the Navajo, Apache, and Piman peoples.
Only twelve of the articles treat tribes south of the international boundary. Some
readers will also wonder about the overall definition of the Southwest, which
includes all of the northern states of Mexico. Perhaps a better title would have
been "Southwest and Northern Mexico." Not covered in Volume Ten are the
Pueblo tribes, separately treated in Volume Nine.
With articles contributed by so many different authors, the Handbook, not
surprisingly, displays some unevenness. Nevertheless, the bulk of the work is
splendid. Edward Spicer on the Yaquis and Bernard Fontana on the Papagoes are
exceptionally thoughtful and scholarly.
Several,articles suffer from outdated research. Robert A. Roessel, "Navajo History, 1850-1863," was written in 1973 and relies too much on antiquated research,
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particularly the heavy use of William H. Keleher, Turmoil in New Mexico (1952)
and Lynn R. Bailey, The Long Walk (1968). Part of the problem, however, may
stem from the rather long period of time that has passed since these pieces were
first accepted. Ortiz, the editor, should have explained why there was such a long
delay in publication.
While most of the selections are quite judicious in scholarship and tone, readers
should be cautioned against the scholarship displayed in the article on the peyote
religion. David F. Aberle does little more than serve as an intellectual cheerleader
for the drug's use. Despite extensive medical evidence of the" harmful nature of
hallucinogens, the author blithely states: "There is no evidence to support the
allegations about the negative effects of Peyote" (pp. 564-65). Even Carlos Castaneda's hero, Don Juan, did not go that far. It is not too puritanical to believe
that both the advantages (?) and the liabilities of peyote should be delineated.
The above criticisms, however, are minor when considering the scope and
breadth of the overall work. The Handbook of North American Indians is so
valuable that one hopes the Smithsonian can somehow speed up the publication
of future volumes. For decades to come, this set will stand as the definitive
multivolume treatment of the American Indian.

University of Toledo

GERALD THOMPSON

THE IMPERIAL OSAGES: SPANISH-INDIAN DIPLOMACY IN THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY.
By Gilbert C. Din and Abraham P. Nasatir. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1983. Pp. xv, 432. IlIus., bibliog., index. $39.95.
THE IMPERIAL OSAGES is the culmination of Nasatir's indefatigable collection of
documents, principally from Spanish archives, with introduction and conclusion
of very different character by his recent collaborator, Din. Its title, as well as
years of grapevine publicity on the project, seemed to promise the long-awaited
construction of Osage history through the era of Spanish dominion. Unfortunately,
the book is not that. Its greatest usefulness may be as a guide for the researcher
who needs to comb the Archivo General de Indias for certain threads of Indian
tribal of Spanish administrative history.
Din's introductory summary of anthropological information on the Osages foreshadows disappointment with his remark that little reportage of that nation antedates that of early nineteenth-century Anglo-American visitors. Scholars had
long anticipated a rich haul of earlier information on the Osages from the Spanish
and French documents squirreled away for Nasatir's project, but virtually none
appears in this book's representation of those documents. Furthermore, the anthropological knowledge presented in Din's introduction hardly figures in the
interpretation of evidence. That shortcoming may hold a clue to the book's failure
as Indian history.
It is not unlikely that, as in Spanish documents bearing on many other tribes,
those that Nasatir collected as pertinent to the Osages are rich in ethnological
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information that the elder scholar simply failed to incorporate in his effort. Investigators tracking Quapaws, Caddos, and several other nations as well as the
Osages may indeed find much of value in the documents cited. The dubious
quality of translation in the many quotations warns the prudent researcher to
examine the originals.
Specialists will be dismayed to find no real attempt to sort out the complex
nomenclatures of peoples whose interaction with the Osages leads them to figure
importantly in this study, particularly the many Wichita and Caddo groups: The
nonspecialist will surely be bewildered or even misled. Only the hardiest will
slog on through an unfocused narrative in difficult, often contradictory prose that
requires him to guess, for instance, that "forest of Travers" means the Cross
Timbers.
The Imperial Osages counts better as regional than as tribal history. It should
not be overlooked by anyone investigating the area from St. Louis to Natchitoches
and their hinterlands in the era of Spanish dominion. The next to brave the
construction of Osage history should find in the book not only useful leads to
documents, but a spur to analyze those materials in terms of Osage realities.
What he will not find, title notwithstanding, is an Indian nation "imperial" by any
stretch of imagination. On the contrary, these Osages appear as an incompetent
lot of cowards and bullies without redeeming qualities. Subsequent American
experience with them, lightly sketched in Din's conclusion, does not support that.
A fairly balanced history of the Osages is yet to come.
The University of Oklahoma Press deserves the thanks of every serious user
for setting at page bottoms the essential meat of this work, its exhaustive footnotes.

Austin, Texas

ELIZABETH A. H. JOHN

AMERICAN INDIAN ECOLOGY. By J. Donald Hughes. El Paso: Texas Western Press,
1983. Pp. xiii, 174. Illus., notes, bibliog. $20.00.
IRON EYES CODY HAS, through recent television, exemplified Indian care for the
environment. While many Americans are aware that Indians have a closer alliance
than others with natural environment, most people are not sure how Indians treat
land and how land influences, philosophically and socially, Indians in general and
certain tribes in particular.
Step by step this work takes the reader from a general reaction of Indians
toward all forms of nature (land, sky, flowers, animals) to well-documented tribal
examples of how the environment is respected, not out of awe, but of respect,
from the initial concept of life to its full heartbeat as it came upon this earth and
transformed the care of the living to each individual. The killing of certain beasts,
buffalo included, was a natural act. In some cases, the hunter thanked the spirit
of the kill for providing food and skins. In other instances, there were prayers
and rituals performed before the hunt. Moreover, many tribes derived clan names
from animals not out'of reverence, but because there was a kinship felt between
man and creature.
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This kinship extended also to plants and other natural fauna. Parts of trees,
plants, bushes were utilized not just for decoration, but for medicine, rituals, and
dwellings. Prayers were uttered before a tree, bush, or flower was removed or
trimmed. Indians, from the Northwest Coast to the Great Plains to the Southwest,
felt each member of the animal and plant world was a member of their families
deserving a high degree of respect, and in numerous instances, reverence.
The next logical treatment involves the spiritual use ofnature iI) prayers, dances,
and movements, such as the Ghost Dance. What was considered as bountiful
must be used lovingly; the forces of nature should become the core of daily life.
Perhaps rio other culture involves anthropomorphic uses of nature more than
many Indian tribes during a young lady's puberty rites. Here, plants, herbs, and
the very soil become part of one's life. In addition, larger movements involving
tribes or nations employed the wisdom of the land to buoy spiritual hopes. The
Ghost Dance was the last great attempt to unify the force of nature (eagle, buffalo)
with an inner strength in order to gain predominance over the land. Probably
the best example today of any higher degree of naturalistic respect is in Hopi
society where Kachinas symbolize every conceivable human form of nature (animals, plants, spirits) communicating between the living human (caretaker of
nature) and the spirits (theistic beings-providiers of all of nature-plants, water,
land, animals).
And what portends for the future? More than a plea, this brief but compact
study strikes a clear note that reverence for land is not a recent innovation but
as deep as the soul may go. This reverence pervades everything. While the author
documents his work quite well, there is an overwhelming sense that lip-service
is paid to a few eastern tribes. While more data may be extant west of the
Mississippi, numerous tribes in New England and along the Atlantic coast as far
south as Florida should not be overlooked. Despite this flaw, this work is must
reading for anyone who desires to understand why Indians revere this great land.
And, for those who have doubts, the bibliography should provide more clues and
answers than doubts. From this work, one can achieve a fuller comprehension of
American Indian ecology.
St. Leo College

KARL E. GILMONT

DAUGHTERS OF THE CONQUISTADORES: WOMEN OF THE VICEROYALTY OF PERU.
By Luis Martin. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1983. Pp. xiii,
354. Illus., notes, bibliog., index. $14.95 paper, $29.95 cloth.
LUIS MARTIN EXPRESSED HOPE THAT his colleagues would appreciate his efforts
"in breaking this uncharted ground of women's history in the viceroyalty of Peru"
(p. xii). We do. Martin is a raconteur of the exploits of strong-minded women
from Bogota to Buenos Aires. The research that backs their story comes from
archives in Lima and Seville. What Martin has restored to us are the female
avatars of the Tradiciones peruanas.
Pioneer women came to America, fought Indians and Spaniards, ruled large
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households, introduced European plants, animals, and domestic industries, and
pleased men. Powerful encomenderas ruled their estates absolutely, married reluctantly, endowed charities, and manipulated men. Women were educated by
tutors, dames, and convent and lay schools with jails. Classes for children laboring
in textile industries in Bogota had to close because too many espaiiolas ran away,
but adult education for servants in Buenos Aires worked. Single women adopted
babies, and dowries made women conveyances for their family interests. Legal
separations and annulments were solutions to wife-beating, alcoholism, and sexual
incompatibility. Shelters for women were refuges, and concubinage was a social
disease.
The "fortress offeminism" (p. 6) and the "true and independent islands ofwomen
in the midst of a male-dominated society" (p. 170) were the nunneries. Unlike
wives, nuns had time to read, play music, visit, and "do" theatricals and song
fests. Black veils voted with secret ballot on the most important concerns of their
community and lived in a luxury of dress, repast, and service. Convent life, in
turmoil and in peace, is' very well-described. For those of us who have been
fascinated by beatas (holy laywomen), poor witches, nuns as "rioters," salon ladies,
and the seductive veiled tapada belles of Lima, there are memorable examples.
Every book has organizing themes. According to Martin, there are three here.
The cult of the Virgin Mary explains the commitment ofbeatas, nuns, and Christian
humanists. Courtly love explains concubines and mistresses. The legend of Don
Juan explains everything else. Don Juanism is defined as "an obsessive exaltation;
an almost religious cult of virility" (p. 2). One may be disappointed to read that
sex has been overemphasized in this cult. And women can be infected by it (no,
not that way) when they share the "rebellious and diabolical independence of
Don Juan" (p. 3). Don Juanism explains the behavior of Isabel of Castille,,, the
Duchess of Alba, the discoverer of the Solomon Islands, and c~mp followersand also the woman who committed the most hideous crimes in all Peru and the
one in Chile who tortured her servants, poisoned her father with chicken, and
killed nine other people. Women who beat up their husbands, encomenderas,
the rebellious tapadas, women who chose their own lovers, nuns in the big
convents, and St. Teresa of Avila all display Don Juanism.
The explanation transcends intellect. Someone once said that for every male
fantasy there might be a more rational explanation in the practical and sensuous
activities of human problem-solving. The thought comes 'round again.

University of Hawaii at Manoa

DORIS M. LADD

Los RURALES MEXICANOS. By Paul J. Vanderwood. Mexico: Fondo de Cultura
Economica, 1982. 247 pp. Illus., bibliog., maps. $6.60.
THIS BOOK IS THE CULMINATION OF YEARS of painstaking research and writing by
the author treating Mexico's federal police force during the Porfiriato (1876-1911).
But this work transcends a mere history of policemen or of a government instit~tion. It penetrates the realities of Mexico during one of its most important eras,
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when it was still a transitional society caught in the process of change from its
traditional structures to total emersion in the industrial economy and urban culture
of the North Atlantic nations.
Vanderwood provides essential information regarding developing social stresses,
internal politics, government corruption, the interplay of special interests and
the effects of economic demise. Utilizing a variety and depth of resources that
transcend the usual monograph, the author offers penetrating detail about important but almost always overlooked social conflicts in regions such as Durango,
Puebla, Tlaxcala, and Zacatecas.
He begins with a succinct appraisal of Mexico's earlier social turmoil and the
efforts of the authorities over time to impose some degree of stability. Treasury
impoverishment always circumscribed government efforts. Porfirio Diaz committed the resources necessary in order to establish a constabulary to protect the
brave new world he undertook to create.
The Rurales paralleled the porfirian regime in its ascendancy, spirit, financing,
and demise. They prospered during the 1880s and 1890s. They ~ere stationed
at high risk trouble spots reflecting lower class unrest, banditry, and the ability
of foreign property owners to exert influence on the government. From 1900 to
1910 they went into decline while the government confronted fiscal crisis and
rising unrest. Given responsibilities far in excess of their ability to fulfill during
a rising tide of strikes and economic hardship, the Rurales sank into decadence
and ineptitude.
This book does credit to the author and the Fondo de Cultura Economica. It
is a major contribution to porfirian history. A landmark study, it is required reading
for Mexicanists.

University of Houston

JOHN HART

FRAGMENTS OF THE MEXICAN REVOLUTION: PERSONAL ACCOUNTS FROM THE BORDER. By Oscar J. Martinez. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1983. Pp. xiii, 316. Illus., bibliog. $24.95 cloth, $12.50 paper.
THIS BOOK IS A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION to the revived field of borderlands studies.
Fragments of the Mexican Revolution will interest students of Mexican-American
as well as southwestern history. In addition to being handsomely produced by
the University of New Mexico Press, the book Oscar Martinez has written will
be appreciated by general readers and academics.
Martinez's comments on the nature of the Revolution are unbiased and reasonablyaccurate. In dealing with such a polemical topic, such virtues are welcome.
The author provides important details to frequently ignored topics. Fragments of
the Mexican Revolution contains a fine section on the Plan de San Diego revolt
and outlines a series of atrocities committed by the Texas Rangers. Equally interesting is the documentation concerning several battles within several border
towns that contributed to the tension characterizing the border during the period
from 1910 to 1920.
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Perhaps the book's most outstanding contribution is its realistic portrait of
Pancho Villa. Far too often, Villa is considered a hero of the downtrodden who
enjoyed more popularity than is really the case. In reality, Villa killed unarmed
Chinese, believing that they had no business in Mexico. Villa's insatiable sexual
appetite was more than a legend; border families hid their children or fled to the
United States to avoid rape. Many of the Villista troops had to choose between
joining Villa or being shot on the spot.
The Villista soldiers who fought in the Revolution were the prime beneficiaries
of his generosity. The guerrilla leader left money for wounded troops that he put
up in hospitals and hotels. The soldiers also received high wages, plenty of food,
and three sets of clothing. Soldiers and civilians alike enjoyed beef provided them
after Villa seized cattle from the haciendas.
In general; Fragments of the Revolution is a timely example of oral history.
Martinez has successfully utilized personal reminiscences to gather most of the
book's material with a tape recorder. The author also used letters, official testimony, newspaper articles, and various reports. The volume contains a good overview of cities as well as people from both countries. The intense suffering and
violence that characterized this period are also vividly revived. An additional
bonus is the large amount of attention given to women, which is unusual, since
such books usually feature war and diplomacy when discussing the Revolution on
the border.
Part of the pleasure in reading Fragments of the Revolution results from its
c~reful organization. A fine overview of the Revolution precedes the chronology
of events. The illustrations are interesting, and the book has a fairly tight chronology. Useful introductions precede each of the four themes in which Martinez
has organized his material. The author has obviously thought about his task a
great deal.
My criticism is relatively minor. The book could have benefited from an index
as well as a longer epilogue. Although his sources from the United States are
quite comprehensive, Martfnez did not make much use of primary sources in
Mexico, particularly the archive at the Secretarfa de Relaciones Exteriores.

University of Texas, Arlington

DOUGLAS W. RICHMOND

DUDE RANCHING: A COMPLETE HISTORY. By Lawrence R. Borne. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1984. Pp. xviii, 322. Illus., bibliog., index.
$24.95.
IN HIS DUDE RANCHING: A COMPLETE HISTORY, Lawrence R. Borne tackles a
subject of considerable importance to western history: the impact of well-heeled
visitors of the late-nineteenth and twentieth centuries on the wide-open spaces
of western cattle and resort ranches. It is a subject about which little has been
written, and which the author finds fascinating. Unfortunately, however, Borne's
work is flawed by questions of style and content .that may disturb general audiences
and scholars alike.
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Borne's problems begin with the scope of his research. In a short (213 pages)
narrative, he looks at dozens of ranches, their owners and patrons, in several
regions of the west. The author covers a wide variety of topics, from hiring
practices to advertising, and from transportation facilities to the current status of
dude ranches in the west of the 1980s. He is strongest in his vignettes of unusual
circumstances confronting visitors as diverse as refined eastern women and despised "remittance men."
The author seems to be of two minds about his approach. He writes at length
about specific ranches, daily activities, clothing styles, et al. Yet he also wishes
to rise above this popular dimension to place dude ranching in the broader context
of the past one hundred years of western history. In so doing he raises questions
that he admits he cannot answer, but which several historians of the region have
analyzed. Borne poses three "perplexing" obstacles to dude ranchers since their
heyday in the unregulated and underpopulated West: a changing federal relationship regarding use of public lands; the shift from leisurely sojourns by the
elite to short visits by the harried middle and working classes; and the inability
of ranch owners to successfully organize and respond to the vagaries of modern
times.
The author takes great pains to excoriate the National Park Service for its highhanded methods of acquiring lands since the 1960s, often restricting ranch owners
from areas of scenic beauty. Borne also regards dude ranch operators as the first
"true conservationists" of the West, in that they required unspoiled nature to
please their customers. Yet he does not cite any federal agency collections to
provide balance to his arguments. Nor does the author make use of Roderick
Nash's third edition of Wilderness and the American Mind (Borne lists the 1965
dissertation instead), or Elmo Richardson's Dams, Parks, and Politics, to understand why ranchers and federal officials have developed their new relationship.
Perhaps most revealing, however, is Borne's concession that his study of dude
ranching contains no thorough economic analysis of the business. Since most
ranchers in the nineteenth century came to appreciate the income or the extra
hands (as Borne notes), it was only logical that others appear to reap the benefits.
Borne also never explores in depth the relationship between East and West,
which provided patrons and money, nor does he study the power of the romantic
West on eastern customers. Gerald D. Nash, The American West in the Twentieth
Century, Neil Morgan, Westward Tilt, and Gene Gressley, West by East, might
prove helpful.
A final problem that results from the above ideas is poor organization of material.
The author feels compelled to repeat items in succeeding chapters, until the
uniqueness of his themes is obscured. The chapter titles and introductory paragraphs are misleading as well: "You Can Count on the Railroads" deals more with
the technological changes in transportation, while the chapter on World War II
discusses ranch advertising.
The subject of dude ranching merits a good deal more attention from scholars
of many aspects of western history. Lawrence Borne's contribution is that he has
revealed the hidden value in studying the role of this business and can serve as

BOOK REVIEWS

429

a stimulus for individual studies of ranchers, economic analyses of their contributions to the west, and how they mirror the changing tastes of an American
public increasingly desirous of the freedom and serenity of what the greatest dude
rancher of them all, Teddy Roosevelt, described as the "vigorous life."

Oregon State University

MICHAEL WELSH

IN THE CAUSE OF PROGRESS: A HISTORY OF THE NEW MEXICO CATTLE GROWERS'
ASSOCIATION. By Robert K. Mortensen. Published by New Mexico Stockman,
1983. Illus., bibliog. $15.95.
ON 17 NOVEMBER 1914 SOME FORTY STOCKMEN from the New Mexico counties
of Grant, Sierra, and Socorro met with Gila National Forest rangers to discuss
several topics of mutual concern. Mterward, many of the same cattlemen decided
to band together in an association dedicated to, among other things, promoting
"the cattle interests of all cattle growers in Southwestern New Mexico."
They formed initially as the Southwestern New Mexico Cattle Growers' Association, but at their first convention held in April 1915, the membership voted
to change the name of the organization to New Mexico Cattle and Horse Growers'
Association, thereby including for membership any "person, or association of
persons, firm, or corporation engaged in the raising or growing of cattle or horses
in New Mexico." In 1929, the name was shortened to the present form of New
Mexico Cattle Growers' Association.
From its inception the association has fought vigorously and with success alongside various national stock organizations to protect and foster the interests of its
membership. Significantly, it has lobbied to secure legislation limiting foreign
beef imports, obtained federal relief during periods of drought, and mounted
several campaigns to promote 'greater consumption of beef in American homes
and restaurants.
In the Cause of Progress, published by the Association's New Mexico Stockman
magazine, is, the title page declares, an official history of the organization. Its
first section surveys national and local events and issues affecting the state's cattle
industry over the seventy-year history of the association and the association's
response to them in behalf of its membership. The second section deals in greater
detail with topics of continuing concern to not only New Mexico cattlemen but
to western stockmen in general, e.g. confrontations with the Midwest packer
monopolies, rustlers, predators, the use and administration of public lands, and
the control and eradication of various bovine diseases.
Author Robert K. Mortensen, a contributing editor for the New Mexico Stockman, handles the diverse and often complex subject matter in a concise, balanced,
and highly readable text. His account strikingly illustrates the fortitude and resiliency New Mexico cattlemen have shown as they have striven for profits in this
century in the face of a wide range of adversity.
The author's source list consists primarily of association minutes and proceedings of meetings plus pertinent state and federal go~ernment documents. The
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reference notes are thorough and include numerous relevant annotations. However, given the wide range of topics covered, it is regrettable he did not choose
to compile an index.
The book might also have been strengthened with the inclusion of photographs
illustrative of the different topics found in the text. Mortensen does, however,
include a photograph of each president of the Cattle Growers, a collection that
serves as a veritable Who's Who of New Mexico's twentieth-century cattle industry.
In the Cause of Progress could well be used as a model for writers chronicling
the affairs and attitudes of cattle associations in other western states.

Philmont Scout Ranch, Cimarron, N. Mex.

STEPHEN ZIMMER

SIDE TRIPS: THE PHOTOGRAPHY OF SUMNER W. MATTESON, 1898-1908. By Louis
B. Casagrande and Phillips Bourns. Milwaukee: Milwaukee Public Museum
and the Science Museum of Minnesota; Seattle: University ofWashington Press,
1983. Pp. 249. Illus., bibliog. $24.95, paper.
UPON FIRST CATCHING SIGHT OF the cover of this long-awaited work, I thought
"At last, there is myoId friend Sumner, as usual, enjoying himself at the heart
of things." My association with this remarkable, adventurous photographic charmer,
with a twinkle in his eye, began in the 1960s and has increased considerably over
the years, and now all of us can enjoy his story in this attractive book, published
jointly by the Science Museum of Minnesota, in St. Paul, and the Milwaukee
Public Museum.
The 212 black and white photographs, augmented by well-written and detailed
captions and text, give more information about this remarkable man than has ever
been known before.
From his birth in 1867 to a prominent banker's family in Iowa, we follow Sumner
across much of the U.S., Mexico, and Cuba as he winds his way, usually astride
his Victor bicycle, visually recording intimate details of the people of the time.
From the fishermen of Washington, to the countryside of Cuba, and from the
plazas of Mexico to the dusty prairies of Montana we catch an earthy feeling of
the life and vitality of those bygone days.
The photography and photographers of the time form a universe in which we
can now place Matteson, but he never comfortably fits anywhere. He was a true
maverick with a lust for life, an eye for beauty, and a sense of history.
The heart of Matteson and his book lies in his images. The authors indicate
that Matteson always struggled with marketing his productions to maintain his
lifestyle and that being on the road was never easy. Measured success did greet
Sumner, however, as his works were published in Cosmopolitan, Outing, Leslie's
Weekly, The Pacific Monthly, and other prominent publications of the day.
Later in his vigorous, restless life, in 1909, he put his camera away and attempted to settle down in Milwaukee as a bookkeeper. Perhaps a born adventurer
is always an adventurer, for only eleven years later, for no known reason, Sumner
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broke loose and left for Mexico and the open road. Barely a month later he climbed
Mount Popocatepetl with friends, and while lingering for one more photograph,
his lungs froze and he died the next day, 26 October 1920.
For me, as an Indian person, the best of Matteson's photographs are those
taken on the Ft. Belknap Indian Reservation in Montana, sometime in the early
1900s, although the dates have yet to be accepted. Here on my reservation we
see the greatest photo essay ever gathered ofIndian people. Unlike E. S. Curtis,
and to a degree Wanamaker, who sought to achieve classical images for the ages,
Sumner W. Matteson, Jr., moved amongst the culture and preserved lively, candid
views of a living people, showing them as they were at the time. In all likelihood
he spoke with my grandfather, Paul Horse Capture, for my grandfather can be
seen here as a young man. What a legacy Matteson preserved for us.
The authors approach their topic from a viewpoint of the times and place many
elements in their proper framework. For example, they readily acknowledge the
often inaccurate and racist content of early captions. These captions highlighted
the unusual, and unusual photos sold best for photographers who had to make a
living.
This book is a good, formal introduction to Sumner W. Matteson, Jr., and his
works. It not only recognizes his contribution to the preservation of the west,
but places him among the other great photographers of the day. The book also
opens the door to further research on my grandfather's friend, Sumner, and his
glorious photographs.

Plains Indian Museum, Cody, Wyo.

GEORGE P. HORSE CAPTURE

I-MARY: A BIOGRAPHY OF MARY AUSTIN. By Augusta Fink. Tucson: University
of Arizona Press, 1983. Pp. x, 310. lIlus., notes, bibliog., index. $17.50.
THIS FONDLY WRiTIEN "BIOGRAPHY" of Mary Austin seeks to emphasize her "personal story" beyond what she had made available in her Earth Horizon (1932) by
looking into "her novels and short stories, as well as in her letters" where the
"rest of her story is revealed." Chronologically divided into five sections and more
than eighteen chapters and illustrated with several photographs, the book creates
an initial excitement of delving into the mystery of the unknown aspects of this
maverick-writer's life. Austin, who gave epithets such as "The American Rhythm"
and "the landscape line" to American literary vocabulary, is now known only to a
select class of readers who are either charmed by the example of her personality
or share some of her love for the mystical and the exotic.
Mary Austin was one of those who in her own words has "contributed something
by the individuality of their lives and thought," and Ms. Fink exploits all skills
to project this image of "I-Mary." 'She collects a mass of material from a large
array of resources to "recreate the person" Austin "really was" and succeeds in
creating an interesting collage of events and episodes that give insights into the
uneven life of this "chisera" of the Southwest. Yet the outcome remains similar
to what Ferris Greenslet wrote of Austin's Earth Horizon, "perhaps a little out
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of balance. "The effort to rescue "I-Mary" from the mass of contemporary sources
gradually gets submerged in the extraordinary empathy that Fink seems to possess
for her subject. What emerges finally is a woman who, in her effort to overcome
disabilities imposed upon her by an unjust gender distinction and an unattractive
body, invents and nurtures a secondary self and is consumed finally by the need
for maintaining that self. Succumbing to the charm of this "I-Mary," Fink unwittingly makes Mary an emotional parasite, who moves from one man to another
in search of material and emotional security. In the process, the book becomes
an account of Austin's literary and personal encounters with many men and a few
eminent women. Everything else in Mary's life is subordinated to this overwhelming need.
While tracing Mary Austin's struggle to liberate herself from gender-generated
female entrapments, like an incompatible marriage or a retarded child, Fink fails
to stress the positive meaning that this liberation into creativity had for many
women of Mary Austin's generation. The positive contribution that she made to
educate American sensibilities by drawing attention to ethnic and environmental
issues remains subdued in the romance of her life that the book so affectionately
recaptures.
This work will undoubtedly be received with great enthusiasm by Mary Austin
fans but will leave the scholar and the student frustrated for its want of literary
analysis. The book, neatly produced and written with tremendous gusto, will
certainly draw a new generation of readers to the life and work of Mary Austin.

Osmania University, Hyderabad, India

R. S. SHARMA

BILLY THE KID: A BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHY. By Jon Tuska. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood
Press, 1983. Pp. xvi, 235. Illus., bibliog., index. $35.00.
THIS LATEST BOOK ON New Mexico's best-known citizen is divided into a 103page biography and a 94-page bibliographical survey of Billy the Kid as interpreted
in history, fiction, film, and legend. Two appendixes are a Kid "miscellany" and
a chronology. The biography is based on recent research and on standard sources
like the Maurice G. Fulton Papers. It includes many astute observations about
such episodes as the Brady-Hindman assassination, the Five Days Battle, and the
death of the Kid. As for the latter, Tuska accepts the view that Pete Maxwell
informed on Bonney because of the Kid's unwelcome attentions to his sister
Paulita. Also, Pat Garrett had a second coroner's report prepared to make himself
look good by having the Kid armed "con una pistola en la mano" when he was
shot.
Tuska uses the biography of the Kid as a standard against which to measure
the evolution of the Kid's legend in its various manifestations. Following in the
footsteps of Ramon Adams and others, he is intent on identifYing the many historical errors "fabulists" have created and perpetuated right up to the present.
He particularly emphasizes the influence of Pat Garrett's (and Ash Upson's) Authentic Life of Billy the Kid: "I have serious doubts if the Kid would be known
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at all today, much less be the familiar historical personality he has become, had
this book not been published." He lists seventy five "fantasies" that occur in this
work, and some of these are traced through subsequent narratives. Charles Siringo's books in particular, being based mainly on Garrett-Upson, helped popularize a number of them. Walter Noble Burns's Saga of Billy the Kid was also
influential. It was the source of so many myths that Tuska even wonders if this
"biography" was meant to be taken seriously.
Tuska's expertise on Western films makes the chapter on that topic one of the
most revealing. There is a good deal of inside information on the various Kid
movies and a' complte filmography. Actor Dub Taylor's comment to the author
regarding the 1973 Sam Peckinpah version-"After Sam gets through nobody will
ever make a pitchur about Billy the Kid again"-seems to have been close to the
mark.
The final chapter is a sophisticated commentary not only on the legend, but
also on interpreters of that legend. The author questions both the Henry Nash
Smith-popular culture and the "archetypal" approaches that influenced previous
scholars. Drawing on classical writers, he posits instead a concept of "romantic
historical reconstruction," maintaining that it is possible to know historical truth
and to judge narratives (in whatever form) by their adherence to that history. He
further sees the Kid of legend as a Janus-figure; in various texts he can be all
bad, or all good, or something of both. The author's conclusion is that the Kid's'
life and death are of no intrinsic historical significance. It is the legend that has
made him one of America's better-known figures.
All readers are advised to have a dictionary at hand. Tuska uses many twentydollar words, and there are numerous erudite references in Greek, Latin, French,
and Spanish. Yet the book represents an enormous amount of work and thought
and is worth every cent of its price.

California State University, Los Angeles

KENT L. STECKMESSER

THIS HERE'S A GOOD'UN. By Bill Brett. College Station: Texas A&M University
Press, 1983. Pp. 120. Illus. $9.95.
ERNEST THOMPSON SETON, the beloved nature writer, once commented that the
stories passed on by old pioneers were "endangered species" worthy of recording
on the p'rinted page. He stated that "it has not yet occurred to the average historian
that here is any event worth writing about." Were he living today, Seton would
be pleased with Bill Brett's This Here's a Good'un. In the wake of his earlier
collections of East Texas folklore, There Ain't No Such Animal and The Stolen
Steers (winner of the National Cowboy Hall of Fame Western Heritage Award for
Folklore in 1978), Brett has once again lovingly preserved for posterity the regional
lore of a vanishing way of life.
Certainly, Bill Brett is well-qualified to write such a book. He constructs several
tales from his own youth in the "Piney Woods" of East Texas. Raised on a backwoods
farm, Brett recounts his experiences as a cowboy, rancher, and oil-well roughneck.
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In addition to his stint as postmaster of Hull, Texas, Brett also worked as a deputy
sheriff, truck driver, and "anything else that could help raise a family." During
that time, he picked up many local yarns from various individuals, including
Alabama and Coushatta Indians near Livingston. Realizing the value of these
stories, Brett has sought to preserve them in print. In most instances, he carefully
gives credit where it is due. As he states at the conclusion of one chapter: "I got
the bare bones . . . from a young lady at Raywood. . . . It tickled me like she
told it, but they pay by the word for these yarns, and I dressed it up a lot."
Laced with local color and western slang, This Here's a Good'un contains no
central theme. In the course of his narratives, Brett comments on the rise of
profeSSional rodeos, makes stinging remarks on Congress and the judicial system,
and in one chapter expresses guilt over the subtle discrimination of his fellow
cowhands toward a black cowboy named Bose. A map of the East Texas area
(around Liberty and Polk counties) where the majority of these stories occur might
have been helpful to those who are unfamiliar with that part of the world. Nevertheless, Brett's work is entertaining and is an important addition to the library
of the folklorist and grassroots historian. Undoubtedly, Brett and his readers would
agree with Seton's statement "that twenty years from now the present will wear
the same charm for the younger men, and that after all ... the very best of all
times is the living present."

Lubbock, Tex.

H. ALLEN ANDERSON

SINGING COWBOYS AND ALL THAT JAZZ: A SHORT HISTORY OF POPULAR MUSIC IN
OKLAHOMA. William W. Savage, Jr. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1983. Pp. xii, 185. Illus., index. $14.95.
IN HIS PREFACE, William W. Savage states, "This small book is intended to be
nothing more than an introductory word on the subject [of Oklahoma's contributions to popular music]." For the most part, he has accomplished his goal.
According to the author, Oklahoma's musical environment was a melting pot of
various styles contributed by Indians, blacks, cowboys, and the settlers who
arrived in Oklahoma after 1889.
Savage investigates the role Oklahoma musicians played in the rise of jazz,
country and western music, blues, ragtime, folk, gospel, rock and roll, and pop.
Along the way, he shows that the singing cowboys of the 1920s and 1930s originated
in Oklahoma and that the electric guitar can be traced to the innovative experiments of Oklahoma musicians Eddie Durham, Charles Christian, Barney Kessel,
and Bob Dunn. Of course he includes the obligatory chapter on Woody Guthrie
and his brand of Oklahoma folk.
Savage is at his best describing Oklahoma's ties to jazz. And he presents a
convincing argument that "Oklahoma was the matrix from whence came much of
the best of American jazz." He even claims that Oklahoma City's Blue Devils was
the finest jazz band in the country during the 1920s and 1930s, noting "without
the Blue Devils the history of jazz would be quite a different thing.... "
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But the book is not without flaws. At times Savage's chapters become mere
laundry lists of performers. And despite his early mention of the importance of
cowboy and Indian influences on Oklahoma music, he fails to explain what longterm impact, if any, they had on later popular culture. Furthermore his comments
about rhythm and blues and rock and roll reflect a lack of understanding about
those styles. For Savage, rhythm and blues was "a music of fewer nuances. Jazz
performers found it lucrative-it would become increasingly so--and, in view of
their backgrounds, ridiculously easy to play." A bias against rock music is also
evident. He writes, "Whether or not rock music possesses any timeless qualities
remains to be seen-it is, after all, a mere three decades old .... " Many pop
culture experts would take issue with Savage and argue that rock and roll's longevity is already quite impressive, since three decades is a long time for any pop
culture form to continue.
Perhaps the largest flaw in Savage's book is its conception. By focusing on
Oklahoma's contributions to popular music, Savage misleads the reader into not
being able to see the forest of pop music for the trees of Oklahoma pop musicians.
The sheer weight of Savage's evidence (including the numerous mini-biographies
of Oklahoma musicians) implies that Oklahoma was a significant force, if not the
prime force, in shaping country and western, jazz, blues, and rock. The error lies
not in what Savage mentions, but in what he omits. In reality, Oklahoma musicians
were no more imortant than musicians in dozens of other states. Oklahoma musicians were not operating in a vacuum. They were part of nationwide changes
occurring in popular music. The music they were playing knew no state boundaries; it was a hybrid, blending styles and sounds from various regions and people.
To isolate Oklahoma musicians from the rest is courting danger, for Savage implies
they were unique or more significant than others.
Savage's book may be useful to those who want to show that Oklahoma contributed to pop music, but it has to be read with caution. Its boosterism and
myopic view of Oklahoma's impact on pop music could distort the broader cultural
significance of popular music in the twentieth century.

Ball State University

RICHARD AQUILA

BASIC TEXAS BOOKS: AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SELECTED WORKS FOR A
RESEARCH LIBRARY. By John H. Jenkins. Austin: Jenkins Publishing Company,
1983. Pp. xi, 648. Illus., appendix, index. $65.00:
To ACHIEVE HIS PURPOSE, Jenkins has focused upon 224 books, acknowledging
that the inclinations of another writer would produce some differences. He presents the entries alphabetically by author with an assessment of each. Perhaps a
thousand related books are mentioned, and 219 bibliographical volumes are enumerated in an appendix. Jenkins does not include volumes on subjects broader than
the Lone Star State, on post-1940 topics, on churches, or on local history. Nor
does he mention novels, books of artistic design, journals, or brief booklets.
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For each book, Jenkins comments on its author, origin, and quality, with quotations from reviewers. The analysis is often insightful, involving comparisons and
critique. Jenkins looks beyond the general admiration of Eugene C. Barker, which
he shares, to suggest the possible value of a new biography of Stephen F. Austin.
Furthermore, he points to gaps in the written record, such as the need for a
history of the state supreme court in the twentieth century. Some of his judgments
will be debated, but that only emphasizes the stimulating quality of the book.
In this research bibliography, half of the entries are primary sources, while
almost a fourth are general works on the state or some aspect of its history, such
as political parties or music. The interests of Texas historians and the author are
revealed when one considers the number of entries that focus on specific chronological periods. More than a third of the items concern events from the Texas
Revolution to secession. Volumes on the Spanish and Mexican periods represent
about a sixth of the entries, as do those from the Civil War through the Gilded
Age. Books on the twentieth century form less than a twentieth of the items.
Blacks, Indians, women, and the environment receive attention, but less than
Texas Rangers and the Anglo frontier. Historians of New Mexico will also find
several entries that relate to their interests.
There will be some discussion about selections. For example, since two other
volumes by J. Evetts Haley are included, is his Fort Concho really more important
than the omitted Alkali Trails, by William Curry Holden? Perhaps the lack of
emphasis on the twentieth century might have been redressed by the inclusion
of published memoirs by Tom Connally or Pat Neff or a labor history volume by
Ruth Allen. Yet such questions do not detract from the value of this important
historiographical volume, which should take its place with earlier works by C.
W. Raines and J. Frank Dobie. Few, if any, southwestern historians will read this
book without expanding their knowledge of Texas.

Texas Tech University

ALWYN BARR

